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SUBJECT: TWO BLACKS RESIGN FROM RECONSTITUTED RHODESIA 
BROADCASTING CORPORATION BOARD 

1 . FIVE DAYS AFTER NINE RHODESIANS (FIVE WHITE, FOUR BLACK) 

WERE NAMED BY THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT TO THE BOARD OF 
A RECONSTITUTED RHODESIAN BROADCASTING CORP. (RBC) BOARD, 

TWO OF THE BLACK MEMBERS RESIGNED ALLEGEDLY BECAUSE THEIR 
APPOINTMENTS HAD "DEVELOPED POLITICAL CONNOTATIONS" AND 
BECAUSE OF RESISTANCE TO CHANGE BY WHITE BOARD MEMBERS. IN 
A JOINT LETTER WASHINGTON SANSOLE, A BULAWAYO ATTORNEY, 

AND REV. CHARLES MANYOBA, "SUPERINTENDENT" OF THE BULAWAYO 
METHODIST CHURCH, SAID THEY HAD ACCEPTED THE APPOINTMENTS 
KNOWING THE RBC WAS REGARDED AS A GOVERNMENT PROPAGANDA 
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MOUTHPIECE. THEY BELIEVED, HOWEVER, THEY COULD EFFECT 
CHANGES; BUT WERE SUBSEQUENTLY "ADVISED THAT OUR BELIEF IS 
MISPLACED." FURTHER, THEY SAID, EVEN THOUGH THEY WERE A- 
POLITICAL, THE PUBLIC HAD REGARDED THEIR APPOINTMENT AS AN 
EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE 
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT. THEY HADN'T, THEY STATED, BEEN ABLE TO 
DISPEL THIS BELIEF; AND THE TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT’S 
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FAILURES HAD ONLY PUT THEM IN A MORE DIFFICULT POSITION. 

THE RESULTANT POLITICAL CONNOTATIONS, THEY SAID. MADE IT 
NECESSARY FOR THEM TO RESIGN. 

2. THE NEW BOARD, WHICH REPLACED THE PREVIOUSLY ALL-WHITE 
MEMBERSHIP, WAS REPORTEDLY CONSTITUTED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF 
A CHAIRMAN APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WITH MATCHING 
MEMBERS OF BLACKS AND WHITES NOMINATED BY THE RHODESIA FRONT 
PARTY AND THE BLACK EXCO MEMBERS. MOST OF THE BLACKS, 

INCLUDING SANSOLE AND MANYOBA, WERE NOT POLITICALLY PROMINENT. 
HOWEVER, ALL THE WHITES, LIKE THOSE APPOINTED TO THE 
COMMISSION ON RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, WERE REPUTED TO BE 
HARD-LINE RIGHT-WINGERS. ONE, MRS. LIN MEHMEL, FORMER 
GENERAL MANAGER OF RHODESIA TV, WAS ONE OF ARCHITECTS OF 
CHIEF CHIRAU'S ZUPO PARTY. PRESUMABLY THE 

WHITES’ RESISTANCE TO MEANINGFUL CHANGE AND THEIR POLITICAL 
TIES WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN THE TWO BLACKS' DECISION TO RESIGN. 
EDMONDSON 
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